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Like all the members of your Club I have a particular affection for days spent
in wild places. \Ian is an essentially nomadic animal. \Ve like to be on the move,
always looking over the brow of the next hill. Curiously enough, we are happier
in the evening if we are moderately tired than if we are brimful of energy after
a day of idleness. We accept the convention that our city trappings are the norm
of life but we all know this is not so. If we were asked to recall the dozen most
yivid days of our life it would be the wild places we would be most inclined to
remember.

nut it is not so much about mountains and mountaineers that I wish to speak
tonight as about other aspects of life to which the attitude of mountaineers
would seem to me to have special relevance. It is perhaps not commonly
recognised how similar are the qualities of determination that are essential to
achievement in all walks of life. These qualities show very obviously on a
mountain but in my experience they are of equal significance whenever human
beings try to do anything worth while for the first time. And the necessary
determination cannot be forthcoming except through a single-minded dedica
tion to the matter in hand. Just as strength of body will not automatically make
a great mountaineer, so intelligence alone will not make a great scientist, for
example. There must also be what we might describe as 'inner fires'.

This is not sufficiently recognised in our educational system. There is a great
need when education is becoming ever more expensive to the community,
when the student is becoming ever more dissatisfied, to make this point clear.

nless the 'inner fires' are there, at least in some degree, education is ju t as
meaningless as being hauled over one mountain after another is to a man who
has no taste for it. I feel that you as mountaineers must appreciate the strength
of this analogy better than anyone else.

Mountaineers are always being asked why they climb mountains and I am
always surprised when they allow themselves to be trapped into offering
reasons. The truth of the matter is surely this. Any purpose that can be pre
cisely explained is always temporary. You might for instance have the worthy
purpose of feeding the people of underdeveloped countries. But should you
succeed in doing so your purpose will completely disappear. It is a curious
paradox of human existence that purposes which can be clearly defined and
explained have a limited life-span. And conversely, the things in life that last
indefinitely cannot be explained and defined. .

\Iuch of the manifest unrest which is now sweeping over the developed
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countries comes from the pressures of a technological age. This is cliche. What
is not cliche is the recognition that the danger of technology lies not so much
in the production of devices and gadgets as in trapping us into offering aims,
purposes and reasons for everything we do. And so technology traps us into
things that are evanescent and of no lasting satisfaction. Here again, the
mountaineer should be in a position to see the state of affairs more clearly than
most other people.

This is not a small matter. We today, in this country, are much concerned with
our changed position in the world. For purely logistical reasons we cannot play
the same role now that we played in the nineteenth century. So we are given
to wondering what the future holds in store for us. The danger, when one tries
to look into the future, lies in over-emphasising the present and the past. I do
not believe the long-term future of this country is going to be decided by the
economic problems which are so much under discussion today. These are
problems of the present. Nor do I believe the future will belong to nations with
vast armaments-this is indeed to look backwards to the past. The future, I
believe, will belong to the nation, or nations, that manages to preserve stability
in the face of steadily increasing mental pressure. And mental stability will
depend on some form of communal 'inner fires'.

The mountaineer, when he goes for his mountain, because he feels this is what
he must do-not because he has a reason that can be documented and com
puterised-is setting an example of what is needed far beyond the boundaries
of mountaineering. He is setting an example of exactly what is needed to
maintain the stability of mind of which I have just been speaking.

It is therefore not as a matter of form but of sober reflection that I come to your
Club. Mountains are important to all of us, but in the attitude of mind which
they engender they go far beyond themselves. Mountains and mountaineering
have relevance to all walks of life-and perhaps this is the reason why moun
taineers come from all walks of life.
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